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Valley Christian High Places 9th and 8th in National Math Contests 
 
Seattle, WA – March 8, 2016 – San Jose’s Valley Christian High has some of the best 
high-school mathematicians in the country, as demonstrated by their 9th- and 8th-place 
finishes in the 2015 Ciphering Time Trials and 2016 Four-by-Four Competition, national 
mathematics contests administered by National Assessment & Testing 
(http://www.natassessment.com).  Coach Claudia Smith prepared students for these 
contests, each featuring ten three-minute rounds in which students attempted to quickly 
answer batches of questions.  In the Ciphering Time Trials, individual students tackle 
three problems per round, while in the Four-by-Four Competition teams of four wrestle 
with four harder problems each round.  In these contests, students must decide whether 
to (and who will) work each problem or if their time would be better spent checking their 
work on easier and more familiar problems. 
 
After results from schools across the country were double-checked, several Valley 
Christian students received awards, helping their school to place among the top schools 
in the country.  In the Ciphering Time Trials, Erica Chiu placed 11th in the 11th-grade 
division.  In the Four-by-Four Competition, the team of Erica Chiu, Jonathan Chon, 
Austin Chang, and TianJian Huang and team of Jonathan Zhang, Akaash Venkat, Si 
Chen, and Ashley Angel tied for the highest score at Valley Christian High.  Valley 
Christian High participated in all four of National Assessment & Testing’s contests this 
year. 
 
National Assessment & Testing administers high-quality mathematics competitions that 
schools can participate in via email.  Their contests span a variety of formats, including 
individual and team tests, with each contest featuring problems ranging from easy to 
difficult, providing both confidence and challenges to students of all abilities.   
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